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PROJECT AIMS AND DESCRIPTION
Participants use a unique system of cutout shapes to create fantastic creatures and realise their 
inventions through drawing and colouring.

Children explore form and create 2D-creatures that kindle their imagination. Experimenting engages all 
abilities and provides a comfortable platform from which even self-conscious pupil-artists can exercise their 
agency, ask questions and enhance their visual arts skills.
 
Projects can be adapted to 2hr workshops in 2 stages (1; creating and 2; colouring) or completed over one  
day with the creatures coloured and cut-out on card for presentation. 

A more permanent outdoor option would involve transferring the designs to shaped and primed wood ready 
for colouring in a second workshop, individually or in groups, using paint pens.
 
The pens are amazing in themselves allowing any budding artist of any age or ability to step in and start 
boldly creating with results that dry almost instantly. They are water-based, odourless and non-toxic. The paint 
is essentially acrylic and has light fast properties making it suitable for a long life project which can be further 
enhanced with UV resistant varnish to finish and attached to a suitable wall.



CURRICULUM
 
Science 
Using their imaginary creature, the children can record a ‘scientific discovery’, providing an assessment tool for 
a science unit on animals and their habitats. 
The document below details a project undertaken by Halterworth school children (KS2) where biological clas-
sification skills were attributed to the ‘newly discovered’ creature providing an assessment tool for the recently 
undertaken science unit on animals and their habitats.

“The children were very proud of their final creations and keen to ‘register’ them, this provided me with a clear idea of the children’s 
levels of understanding of the unit of work and led to further discussions to underpin their understanding.”
Cheryl Parish. Year 4 Teacher. Halterworth Community Primary School 

“Even those that were keen avoiders of blank pages or self conscious artists were enthusiastic participants of this activity.”



Literacy and Creative Writing 
Exploring the use of metaphor, simile, personification etc, children can bring their art to life in words creating a 
mythology to describe the creature.

EXTENDING SCHOOL PRACTICE & OBJECTIVES
As a means rather than an end children use this simple system to gain confidence. By de constructing the 
shapes, reluctant and budding artists are guided through a simple drawing exercise that personalises their dis-
covery and, by further experimenting with collage, creates the foundation for a group artwork experience.

As an artist in a school environment I think it is vital that children experience a high level of  control over their 
own investigation and enquiry, my aim is to encourage the group to use the shapes as inspiration to create 
something that is uniquely theirs.

An illustrated diary account of the project along with photography will be available as a PDF to the school and 
other interested parties.
The art work may be displayed according to the projects aspirations, either as mounted card with accompany-
ing text or as exterior wall fixed shaped and painted art works.  


