AN INTRODUCTION TO RECORDING AND PRODUCTION

This course is intended for Year 11 students who have an interest in Music Technology.

The aim is to familiarise students with the basics of sound engineering and mixing.

The course will consist of 6 one hour lessons.Lessons will take the form of teaching, supplemented with practical examples.

The course will conclude with a special 2 hour recording and mixing session where students will put into practice what they have learned in a real recording situation.

The course tutor is Dare Mason who has produced over 40 albums and singles for labels such as Sony, Arista, Warner Bros and BMG. Trained as an engineer at the world famous Townhouse Studios in London, he now runs his own recording studio, the VIP Lounge, based in Penzance. Dare is a member of the Cornish Music Industry Forum, the Creative and Media Steering Group for Cornwall, has taught music technology at Humphry Davy School for the past 6 years and has lectured at Truro and Penwith colleges.

Course modules will include :

· 4 elements of recording – musician/performer, instrument, recording equipment and engineer

· physics of sound 

· digital v analogue

· Microphones, DI boxes

· Mic techniques – vocals, instruments (acoustic and electric gtrs, keyboards, drumkit, percussion, bass gtr.)

· Monitors

· Mixing desk (line/mic input, phase, bass rolloff, eq, aux sends, inserts, monitor section, groups/busses, fader).

· Recording interfaces – soundcards, mic pre-amps

· Processors – usually placed at insert point. Can be hardware or plug-ins. Compressors, limiters, noise gates, de-essers, eq.

· Effects – usually placed on aux sends. Reverb, delay, chorus/flange/phase, pitch shift, distortion, lesley speaker, tremelo, vibrato.

· Recording vocals ( acoustics, headphone mix, mic, comfort/inspiration, popshield, proximity effect with demo, control room v studio, compression)

· Recording instruments -dropping in, comping, naming, filing, backing up.

· Introduction to Production – what is it? The value of a producer. Styles of production. Examples. Listening.

· Mixing – a framework, balancing, eq, FX, placing in stereo field, vocal level/FX, compression.

· Mastering – what is it? Limiting/compression, eq, CD authoring, CD production.

For further details contact :

Dare Mason

Studio   01736 363873

Mobile   07855 044874


Email     dare.mason@sky.com

